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visionary platform. The plan versus programming dilemma can also be
tempered by keeping financial allocations in metropolitan long-range
plans fairly general. MPOs should reserve precise prescriptions for
funding in transportation improvement programs

ISTEA Factors, Air Quality, and Land Use

The workshop group did not extensively discuss the nature and sub-
stance of the ISTEA metropolitan planning factors, but concentrated
more on the process for considering and incorporating them. For
example, should the factors be addressed as policy statements or spe-
cific actions in metropolitan long-range plans? Do MPOs have the
authority and expertise to address the range of 15 factors, including
issues such as land use?

Coordination of transportation with land use and other community
concerns was a topic of special interest to the group. Participants
conceded that integrating land use and other quality-of-life issues with
transportation planning demands political buy-in on one hand and
legal acumen to traverse the potential maze of consistency issues in
transportation, land use, and air quality on the other. Although ISTEA
does not grant new legal authority to MPOs, it does heighten oppor-
tunity for integration and coordination with land use. The group noted
that authority to control funding has changed, and the criteria for
considering other factors in the allocation of funds should be consid-
ered. In general, ISTEA, in combination with the Clean Air Act, has
provided more specific direction to MPOs for integrating transporta-
tion with other concerns to achieve goals in addition to mobility.

As with land use, air quality coordination elicited varying opinions.
The basic question was whether it is possible to effectively plan for both
mobility and cleaner air. The answer was a definite yes; such planning is
a requirement of ISTEA. The question of how was much more difficult
to answer. Workshop participants suggested that MPOs take advan-
tage of the flexibility to dedicate more funds to transit and other air
quality transportation control measures. MPOs should take a more
positive approach to the conformity process as part of long-range
transportation planning. Greater coordination with land use changes
could also have air quality benefits and should be pursued.